Strong Rulers Unite China


Subject:  Global Studies I

Benchmark:  Forbidden City

Standards: 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 3A, 5A

TOPIC:  Strong Rulers Unite China

MAJOR IDEA:  In 221 B.C., China’s classical age arrived when Zheng, the ruler of the Qin state of China, consolidated power to rule over all of China.  Zheng, whose methods were brutal, declared himself Shi Huangdi, or “First Emperor.”  His death in 210 B.C. signaled the rise of the Han Dynasty.  Under Han rule, (206 B.C. – 220 A.D.), government was strengthened, and significant advances in science, mathematics, philosophy, religion, and the arts were achieved.

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· What similarities exist between Shi Huangdi’s rise to power, and that of Yung-Lo?  Were their methods of ruling similar or different?  What philosophy did these two powerful rulers espouse?  What were the major accomplishments of each?
· How do the Ming and the Han dynasties compare?  
· From where did Shi Huangdi rule?  Compare and contrast Shi Huangdi’s seat of power to Yung-Lo’s seat of power, the Forbidden City.
· Why did Shi Huangdi force noble families to live in his capital at Xianyang?  What parallels can you draw to Yung-Lo’s requirements for the members of his royal court?
· What was major Shi Huangdi’s building project?  (The Great Wall)  How does it compare in scope to Yung-Lo’s major building project, the Forbidden City?
· Who was Wudi?  What was his major accomplishment?  What does Wudi’s major building program tell about his philosophy of governance as compared to that of Yung-Lo?
· What was the Silk Road?  What importance did it have to the development and power of China?  
· Why did the development of the civil service exam system as instituted during the Han Dynasty lead to the consistent influence of Confucianism throughout various dynasties?  Was this system of civil service examinations in place during the heyday of the Forbidden City?
VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Shi Huangdi

· Wudi

· Map that shows extent of Han Dynasty

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Create an illustrated and annotated catalogue of the building projects of both Shi Huangdi and Yung-Lo.
· Research the treatment of the laborers who constructed the Great Wall and the Forbidden City.  How many laborers were required for each structure?  How were they treated?
· Illustrate and describe a typical Han temple.  Compare and contrast it with a typical temple of the Qing and Ming era (The period of the Forbidden City).
· Research the inventions that were developed during the Han Dynasty.  Research the inventions that were developed during the Ming and Qing Dynasties.
· Create a timeline of the major achievements of the Qin, Han, Ming, and Qing eras.
RESOURCES:
· www.discovery.com/stories/history/greatwall/han.html  Contributions of the Han Dynasty towards the Great Wall of China.

· http://www.artsmia.org/arts-of-asia/china/maps/han-map.cfm  Minneapolis Institute of Arts site features maps of every Chinese dynasty, along with a dynasty guide and selected works.

· http://members.aol.com/Donnclass/Chinalife.html  Daily life in Ancient China  

HOMEWORK:

·  Make a poster that analyzes the scope, materials, design, and reason for construction of the Great Wall and the Forbidden City.  Include illustrations and maps.

· Write an essay that considers the following:  Would the rise of Yung-Lo and the construction of the Forbidden City have been possible without the advancements of the Han Dynasty?

· Make a chart that details the cost, lives lost, and amount of materials required to construct the Great Wall and the Forbidden City.  Which required greater resources?  Which took a greater human toll?  Which had a more profound impact on life in China?

· Write a history of a Han Dynasty era invention and a Qing or Ming Dynasty era invention.  Are these inventions in use today?

· How did the secrecy and seclusion of the Forbidden City give power to the Emperor who resided there?  What type of actions and decisions does our government keep secret today?  Write a short paper explaining the way you feel when you learn that our government has done something without informing the people.  How is this similar or different from the Chinese Emperors?  Why do you think the Emperor was kept so secluded?  Did this add to his power or decrease it?  Was it important to the Emperor to be “in touch” with his people?  Why or why not?

· What is the Chinese Emperor’s connection to god?  How did this connection between government and religion effect the Emperor’s decision making and the way he was viewed by the Chinese people?  Prepare a persuasive speech for your class on whether or not you believe that government and religion should be united?  Has our American national pride become like a religion for some?   What are some countries where the church and state are one?  How does this effect the government of the country and the lives of the people?  
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